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Conference Report ANNEXURElO 

Highlights 

1) Closing Keynote by Harish Hande (SELCO): Harish gave some powerful and critical input at the 

end of the conference on the view of the BoP as a market of a size of Strillion, but importantly with a 

non-expendable income. He inspired the audience to go beyond and away from looking at the l.Sb 

poor without electricity as a great market but to leave expectations behind and create hands-on 

business models. The keynote speech is uploaded in full length on energypedia, please find it here. 

2) Keynotes, Sessions: Introduction remarks by Leena Srivastava, her points being taken up by many 

during the break-out sessions- the question on why decentralized energy supply has such a primary 

focus on rural areas while being the most difficult and vulnerable areas to create a market in . She 

leaves the audience with the question on whether it would make more sense to conduct the de­

risking in urban areas and then take that knowledge and experience into rural areas, and to leverage 

the potential for leapfrogging. 

3) Virtual Sessions- It was the first time we offered virtual sessions and we had great feedback and 

interest in the sessions. Through them we are able to make the conference sessions truly accessible 

to everyone- the recordings of the sessions will be put on energypedia 

4) Buddy Meetings - The student buddies were extremely dedicated and had great output of the 

conference- one even got offered a job by their buddy. 

Participation 

In total121 people participated at the conference, 

with 21 student buddies and a great local team. 

Seven participants received a travel scholarship 

(two from ADA, two from the Smart Villages 

Initiative, three from the Hans-Bockler-Stiftung). 

From MES/MEI, eight people attended the 

conference (Liisa, Sebastian, Jonas, Hannes, 

Raluca, Daniel, Pavan, Hari) . 

Agenda 

There were 36 paper presentations in 12 sessions 

and 5 posters in addition to the four business 

plans exhibited during the poster session. Further, 

there were 4 panel discussions. We organized a 

business plan competition with ADB-Energy for All 

(April 21-22) and a mini-grid workshop with TERI 

and UNEP (April 22) - a detailed synthesis of the 

workshop outcomes is being developed and then 

shared. Details of the agenda can be found here. 

Conference Organizers 

REG 
Berkeley Rural Energy Group 
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The BMS College 

First of all: India! Fascinating, exciting, and most 

im[Ql:>rtantly: always full of surprises. Bangalore was 

once called the green city, especially the area 

where the BMS College is located, which is 'the old 

Bangalore', one can see a lot of old architecture, a 

lot of green in between temples and cows. 

Inspiration all around and definitely a great place 

to host a conference! And most importantly, it was 

im§ortant to us to host the conference in the 

Global South. 

Organization and logistics? 

The MES2015 conference took place around the 

BMS Campus, a fairly small campus. 

Venues: 

1} BMS Main Auditorium 

2) BSN Hall 

3) Faculty Development Centre 

For the conference, there was a canopy set up 

next to the main auditorium where all catering 

took place. For many, the Indian food was one of 

the highlights. Further, the conference guests 

were well equipped with conference material 

including a prominent MES2015 backpack. 

As Sebastian put it very fittingly: If something seems impossible, you should just ask how much 

impossible it is. This also fits to how the conference organization went: a good faith in the possibilities of 

things which sometimes leads to late implementation, but in the end, all is possible! 

A group of 7 more people arrived between one week and a couple of hours before the conference, so 

th~re was enough manpower on the ground. This did not mean the inexistence of last-minute confusion, 

but wit hout a bit of stress, it would not have been a proper conference! 

What were the success factors? 

• A great and dedicated team, both from BMS side (a conference team of 12 professors) as well as our 

locals from MEl's side: Hari & Pavan 

• Suresh (from picture below) : "What I learnt throughout this whole process: When Liisa sends you an 

email, with no exception: you have to respond within the next 25 minutes" 

• Responsibilities were clearly divided for almost all tasks and were seen through impeccably to be done 

• The experiences from the last conference: The organizing team could build on the experience of the 

four previous MES conferences. Critical points were known and could be addressed on time; lists, 

templates, routines were in place and just needed to be adapted . 

• The BMS is well equipped and has great infrastructure for such an organization. Also the conference 

was part of an international conference series at the BMS College, so there were a lot of previous 

~rocesses in place to do certain things efficiently. 
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Out look 

Publications: 

• A book of abstracts was compiled and printed for 

the conference, including forewords of the chair, 

the organizers, and all abstracts. This can be 

found here. 

• The scientific proceedings of the conference with 

all full-length papers were published by the TU 

Verlag, with ISBN and DOl. This was done almost 

a week before the start of the conference, which 

is a great hymn to efficiency. The proceedings can be found here. The practitioner proceedings are 

under way. 

• Documentation: With energypedia as a media partner, professional photo- and videographers from 

BMS, the whole conference was professionally and thoroughly documented . The energypedia 

documentation can be found here. This year we have exceptional video material documenting many of 

the presentations. 

An exciting outlook is also the next conference: we are already in discussions to organize it in South 

Africa. We will keep you updated on progress in this regard. To subscribe to our mailing list, please send 

an e-mail to : conference-team@microenergy-systems.com 

First Impressions 

There is a lot of video material yet, which needs to be processed. As for pictures, there are many 

impressions on the website (www.microenergysystems.tu-berlin.de/conference) and the facebook page 

for the conference series (www.facebook.com/MESConferences). 

• SUPPORTED BY 

SlllUl'illlAUS • • 
fSOLshc ·-·----

Press Coverage of the Conference in 
the local Bangalorean newspaper

14 5 (April, 2015) 

"Feel proud to be a family member of 
MES2015" 

Could there be better feedback? 



( 

I 
Business Plan Competition (21-22.04.2015} 

~ 5 now phOtos 

h~11y gctt1ng tno ~s1noss Mod 1 somo-wnat ngh to• thll lnvcsto•s .. G~ · 
TlJ 011 n. WIMOrs 01 MES 2015 00 cronces. Clean Ene•gy BUSI'lOSS Plan 
oompotton ( at B • collogo . Ba'lgatoro . India) Wt n tea mo"li>Crs P.a"'Q 
Niuaparl< & Ga.Jraw Patti . J ry momllcrs were 0•. Daniel Pnl llp ( 'EI 
~ n ) . Mr. Coy Na arro (Asian Dcvotopmon Bank • Eno·gy For All) & Dr. 

!Bern o Jones ( Smart 'I ill ages ) 

KalrMtn. Shiv• Bhandary and 4 7 otners '<-8 
this. 

Group of Student Buddies with their coordinators 

Got some t•me '" coffee break 10 get some snaps. 
Thank u Lnsa mam and Mr. Jonas for lh1s I'IICe 
memory. · PC: Man1u Kalmalh Norav Pale 
Lnsa Andersson ShiVarant•m Bhanaary Manasa 
ManJunatha Jonas VanderStraeten Rakshlt 
Prabha<ar BM S Co leqe of Eng•neent19 

~ Vlnay Shankar U r o photOgniPIIo< .. 

L><e 
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Thank you to all who supported -whether from Berlin, 
Berkeley, Bangalore, Dhaka ... ! 

Let's do it again! 
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ANNEXUREll 

5th IEEE International Advance Computing Conference 

Hosted by BMS College of Engineering 

The highly prestigious annual 5th edition of IEEE International Advance Computing Conference 

hosted by BMS College of Engineering on 12th & 13th June 2015 attracted more than 700 delegates 

from across the globe including eminent personalities from the world of computing and technology. 

The conference was intended at expanding the knowledge horizons of the faculty and students in 

the field of advance computing and concentrated on the progress and recent innovations in the 

field of advance computing. The conference also witnessed an enthusiastic participation of 

industries in the farm of Exhibits & industry driven workshop. Extreme Networks, Ruckus Wireless, 

Vmware, Lenovo, Accenture, Binary Systems & Maheshwari Electronics were the main industry 

sponsors for the event. 

The conference began with Inaugural function, Dr. Radhika K. R, General Chair of the conference 

briefed about the conference and the details of the research papers submitted by researchers of 

India & abroad for IACC 2015 and the review process for selection of papers. Honorable Chief 

Guest Sri. M .N. Vidyashankar, President, India Electronics & Semiconductor Association, Additional 

Chief Secretary to GOK (Retd .) delivered presidential address. Dr. Ragini Narayan, Donor Trustee, 

BMSET released the hand book of the conference. Dr. K. Mallikharjuna Babu, Principal, BMSCE 

delivered the welcome speech. Dr.Gowrishankar, Steering Chair, IACC 2015 briefed about the 

various activities spread across two days of conference. Dr. G. N. Sekhar, Vice Principal, BMSCE 

proposed the vote thanks to the august gathering. Dr. D. N. Sujatha, Publication Chair, Dr. 

lndiramma.M, Technical Program Committee Chair & Dr. H. S. Guruprasad, Information Contact 

Chair were witness to this function. 

Addressing the gathering on the inaugural funct ion Sri. M.N. Vidyashankar, spoke, "At the outset, I 

appreciate BMS and IEEE for organizing IACC 2015 in Bangalore. BMS is indeed the right venue to 

organize this event considering it is the oldest private engineering college in the country." 

Emphasizing the importance of advance computing he added "Technology has solutions for every 

problem, be it national security, economic competitiveness, or academic competitiveness. The 

pressure to reduce cost is high on all organizations across all the countries. If we are to be 

competitive in academic or scientific advancement or economics, it is absolutely important to take 

advance computing as most essential-that's what the future is all about. We should have more of 

these sort of conferences to provide and share knowledge and experiences with people amongst all 

walks of life." 
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Inspiring talks by personalities like Dr. Roger Zimmermann evoked the participants to think about 

the present technology in a much more advanced way. His research on Image search simplifications 

for refined search included location, distance and direction which uses algorithms to refine users 

search query or key words to find what exactly we are looking for. Dr. Zimmermann also spoke 

about The GeoVid project that explores the concept of sensor-rich video tagging with a continuous 

stream of extended geographic properties that relate to the camera scenes. This meta-data is then 

utilized for storing, indexing and searching large collections of community-generated videos. 

Another eminent speaker Dr. Raja Datta spoke on Wireless Sensor Networks (WSN)- these are the 

sensors that can detect the smallest of the particles such as dust for investigation and these sensors 

can also be used in air pollution monitoring, forecasting system, soil moisture monitoring, disaster 

relief monitoring and body area monitoring. 

Dr. Vikas Mathur spoke on cloud computing and the factors that one must consider while opting 

for cloud computing data management. The RightCioudz evaluate and uses ranking methodology to 

provide the base for creating unbiased, customized evaluations of public cloud vendors based on 

the users' business and technical priorities. 

Dr. Seeram Ramakrishna, Director, Center for Nanofibers and Nanotechnology and Vice- President 
(Research Strategy), National University of Singapore, spoke on entrepreneurship and innovation 
and gave a vision on changing the world in a sustainable way with the examples of many innovative 
technologies of recent times that have revolutionized the way of life. He also spoke about the 
outcome of his & his students' pivotal research which led to the successful spinoff companies such 
as BioMers, Electrspunara & Electrospin Tech 

Dr. Biplab Sikdar, Professor, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, USA, spoke on how 
Internet of Things is slowly evolving and the applications of internet of things have become a part of 
everyday lives. The applications of internet of things vary from healthcare to automobile, from 
marine life monitoring to agriculture to name a few. 

Dr. Y.V.S Lakshmi, Head -IPR and Marketing, Center for Development of Telematics & Chairperson, 
IEEE WiE, emphasized on the importance of patenting and its uses. 

Or. B.V.R. Chowdari, Executive Director, National University Singapore(NUS)- India Research 
Initiatives gave a talk on opportunity for Indian researches & students to conduct joint research 
with NUS. He also spoke about opportunities of globalization in the field of education. 

Dr. Hari Krishna Garg, Singapore, Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering Department, 
National University of Singapore, gave guidelines for enthusiastic entrepreneurs on the new trends 
and what are the key factors that make an entrepreneur successful. 
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The IEEE IACC - 2015 conference had a mix of invited expert talks, high-level panel discussions, 
poster session, and peer reviewed papers with a truly distinguished array of personalities from 
industry, academia and government from across the world. All these aligned with the theme that 
focused on cloud based innovations in Social Network Analysis, Artificial Intelligence and Image 
Processing, High Performance Computing, Advance Computer Networks and Advanced Algorithms . 

...... 
+IEEE 
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