A celebration of National Science Day 2019 by the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE

On 28t™ February, 2019, the BMS College of Engineering Student Chapter of American Institute of
Chemical Engineers hosted their inaugural ceremony of the session 2018-2019 and celebrated the
National Science Day by organizing various events for school children. The host of the day was the
President of the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE 2017-2018, Drishya Priya, who began the day with
her warm welcome speech. This was followed by a beautiful opening dance performance by the
Secretary of the BMSCE Student Chapter 2018-2019, Chinmayi Gudi. After this, Trisha Banerjee,
President of the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE 2018-2019 gave a speech on National Science Day
and the significance that the day holds.

The day was graced by the presence of the very
obedient and talented eighth and ninth grade school children
of Purnapramati and Mahila Mandali. Following this, the Head
of the Chemical Engineering Department, Dr. CT Puttaswamy
conducted a very informative seminar on the various hazards of
plastics, and how the current generation must be aware of the
various adversities that plastic pollution may cause and the
precautions that need to be taken. Mrs. YK Suneetha, the
Faculty Coordinator of the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE
2018-2019 gave a speech on the importance of the knowledge

of science in our day-to-day lives.

The Inaugural Ceremony took place, where the Chemical Engineering Department professors
gave away the respective badges to Trisha Banerjee (President), Job Joseph (Vice President), Kanishka
Roy (Coordinator), GK Shivani (Treasurer) and Chinmayi Gudi (Secretary). After the inauguration,
Kanishka Roy, Coordinator of the Student Chapter of AIChE 2018-2019, briefed on the various events
that were scheduled for the day, especially on the account of National Science Day.

The day has been full of events
and a showcase of talents. Four of the
students of Purnapramati performed
Martial Arts, and their skills gathered
huge rounds of applause. Two students
from Mahila Mandali sang a song, with
beautiful rendering.

At 11:30, the students were given
refreshments, which were organized by the college. The quarter hour break was much needed before
the start of the various events. Events on 28™ February included Taboo, Quiz, Lab visits and Riddle
Mania. Prizes were allotted for the winners and runner ups for Quiz and Taboo, while the Riddle Mania
just had one winner.




Taboo was a new game for most of the
students who came, and the rules of the game
made it exciting for the students. It was
conducted very efficiently by GK Shivani,
Treasurer of the BMSCE Student Chapter of
AIChE 2018-2019 and Trisha Banerjee, President
of the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE 2018-
2019. In Taboo, there were 6 teams, each having
3 members.

There were cards that had words, related
to Chemistry and Biology, and one of the
members, from each team, had to pick up a card
and try to explain that word to their teammates, without using three words that were given below the

word, which was to be guessed. There were three rounds, where three teams made to the top, two
having a tie. Thus, a subsequent tie-breaker round was arranged to break the tie. The two teams
competed against each other, in three rounds. Purnapramati school students won the first places, while
the Mahila Mandali students became the runner-up.

The Science Quiz was one of the most awaited events of the day.
5 teams were chosen in total from both the schools. Each team had two
or three members. The quiz was expertly conducted by Job Joseph, Vice
President of the AIChE student chapter at the BMS College of
Engineering. He was supported by six other AIChE members and event
volunteers. The first round was a written round consisting of 15
questions of varying difficulty. The questions were displayed on the
screen, read out and held for 1 minute before moving to the next
guestion. Each question was led on by additional scientific facts and
anecdotes specifically selected to influence and enhance the scientific
aptitude of the young minds. The results of this round were very close,
and three teams qualified for the finale. The finale had two rounds. The
first round required the teams to name scientists who had elements

named after them within a time limit of two minutes. It was rousing to note that the students were able
to identify and list six to seven scientists. The final round was a series of pictures all having a common
theme. The teams had to guess the theme relating the images. All the three teams were able to find
links, and ultimately, only one team emerged triumphantly. Maithri and Nila, ninth grade girls from the
Purnapramati School were the winners of the event. The quiz can truly be called a grand success after
one of the participants asserted on how his views and interest in science changed completely after the
event. The winners and runners up were awarded cash prizes. Students and volunteers alike thoroughly
enjoyed the event.




With the conclusion of the
Taboo and Quiz events, the students
were taken to the Chemical
Engineering Department, where lunch
was arranged for all the students, as
well as the volunteers, core committee
members and teachers. After a quite
delectable lunch, the students again
joined the National Day Celebration
Events. Next, the students were taken
to various laboratories of the Chemical
Engineering Department, namely,

Mechanical Operations Laboratory, 4 i 3
Fluid Mechanics Laboratory, Mass Transfer Laboratory, Process Control Laboratory and Heat Transfer
Laboratory. All the students were divided into three batches, and the volunteers and Core Committee
members assisted them to these laboratories. They were given an idea on the use of various equipment
and their relation with day-to-day life.

The last event of the day was ‘Riddle Mania’. 5 teams of students were made from the total of
thirty-three students, from both the schools, with six to seven members in each team. The event was
handled by Kanishka Roy, Coordinator of the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE 2018-2019, with the
whole team’s assistance, especially Chinmayi Gudi, Secretary of the BMSCE Student Chapter of AIChE
2018-2019 and Abantika Roy, a Volunteer for the National Science Day Celebration by BMSCE Student
Chapter of AIChE 2018-2019. The first round comprised of Riddles based on basic compounds and their
chemistry. There were 4 riddles to be solved and the team to give the correct answer wins the riddle.
The riddles were dictated out and students
were given fair chances to attempt,
unbiased. Due to tough competitions
between the teams and negative markings,
students had to rely on their fast data
interpretation skills, decision making and
teamwork. The second round consisted of
3 reactions which were to be balanced.
The reactions were written on the board

so that each team had a fair chance to
copy and solve. The event was monitored by all the AIChE members and volunteers. After each team
were done solving, a member would check for the correct solution. Even a slight mistake with numbers
may decide the outcome of the event, so the teams had to be careful. With no runner-up prize, the
event was even more competitive. The winning team was from Purnapramati School. The students
showed a lot of enthusiasm that marked the event as a successful one.




Following the end of these events, the Head of the Chemical Engineering Department, Dr. CT
Puttaswamy, gave away the prize money and certificates to the students. He gave away mementoes to

the two teachers of Purnapramati and Mahila Mandali, who accompanied their respective students
throughout the day. The teacher of Purnapramati gave a speech on the various enthralling education
methodologies followed in their school, which seized everyone’s attention. The day ended with a
closing speech by Dr. CT Puttaswamy. At the end of the day, everyone stopped for a group picture in the
college lawn, to preserve memories of the National Science Day 2019.
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The National Science Day 2019 has been an extraordinary success. With the cooperation of the
obedient school students, the day could run smoothly, without any hassle. Volunteers who lend the
Core Committee members their hands for the smooth running of the day were Abantika, Anagha,
Pournami, Siri, Suhas, Ankita, Santhoshi, Pranav, Sanjeev, Moaira, Shyam Sundaram, Siddhartha,
Rishavendu and Abhishek from Second Year of Chemical Engineering Department, and Abdo, Nikita,
Nithya and Abdul from Third Year of Chemical Engineering Department.

The Core Committee members shall look forward to hosting another event, as successful as this
one, in the near future.




